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The work and legacy that Mr. Vijay Kumar has left behind stays in our hearts. 

F a i r  T r a d e  F o r u m  I n d i a  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  h i s  w i f e 

Smt. Poornima ji to fulfil his dreams of Sustainable Development.

Vijay ji envisioned and created Auronature for the sustainable 

development of the artisans and villagers in and around International 

Township Auroville, Pondicherry. Through his great vision and never ending 

hard-work he had spread this ventures to great extents and today 

Auronature is dealing with a wide array of handmade products like bath 

soap, scrub, agarbattis, natural oils, handloom textiles and decorated gift 

series etc.

His work is an inspiration to all of us at Fair Trade Forum

IN LOVING MEMORY OF LATE VIJAY JI
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FROM THE PRESIDENT'S DESK

“This unprecedented time, Global pandemic has brought the threat of extreme poverty, 

compounded the risk of losing breadwinners in the familied. Escalated cases, nationwide 

lockdown, no commutation facility left many families with the catastrophe of food security. The ILO 

estimates that between 8.8 and 35 million additional people will be in working poverty worldwide, 

compared to the original estimate for 2020. Guy Ryder, ILO Director General said that,” This is no 

longer only global health crisis, it is also a major labor market and economic crisis that is having a 

huge impact on people”

In times of crisis, Fair Trade Fraternity restored the confidence of artisans not only by extending 

helping hands in the form of relief material distribution but also by laying a trusted foundation for 

the Fair Trade movement. Despite massive and multi facets challenges, systematic inequalities 

and potential threats on the lives, joint action in the field for the relief work while taking lives at risk, 

Fair Trade Movement fraternity developed a resilience and coherence to future shocks and 

demonstrated the way forward from Emergency response to recovery and resilience. This has 

been a year to extend the condolence for those who lost their lives as warriors and deepened the 

commitment for the movement and artisans. 

Warm Regards 

Mallikarjuna Iytha

President, Fair Trade Forum-India
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FTF-I follows the mantra that real growth occurs not at the finish line but during the journey.  Looking back, 

I am proudest that our community not only has endured and survived the pandemic but also has been 

stimulated by it.

We began the year with a path and multiple projects in mind, supporting the sector's and FTF-I goals. Then, 

we had to also suddenly reinvent ourselves at high speed because of the global pandemic. It was amazing 

to witness the way our community members rallied in the face of a livelihood, logistical and social shock, 

expanding the range and depth of our collaboration.

We try to find ways in which we can connect the artisans and small-time designers to the mainstream 

market and help them to exhibit their work to the world while following fair trade practices. 

Students all around the country volunteer for FTF-I to work in the less developed areas to motivate women 

and encourage people with new business plans to put their ideas into work. 

Many of us have lived through an economic crisis before. Without fail, the world has adapted and bounced 

back. In the last few months, we have unlearnt old habits, adopted technology rapidly, and challenged 

ourselves to adapt to new ways of working. Our team had worked with the artisans continuously and made 

them understand the use of technology. At present, artisans can attend the meeting by using zoom. 

 We also worked with the artisans and provided support to them through training, designs, and exhibitions. 

We also distributed the health and safety kits and provided awareness regarding the COVID-19.

On behalf of our Board of trustees, I would like to take the opportunity to thank our partners and stakeholders 

for their continued support and trust in our efforts.

Warm Regards 

Ranvir Sushila Sisodia 

Vice President, Fair Trade Forum-India
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SECRETARY'S NOTE

It was hundred years after the Spanish Flu that COVID-19 pandemic hit the entire humanity. The 

World Health Organization declared it as a public health emergency of international concern. As of 

October 2021 4.85, million deaths have been confirmed making it one of the deadliest pandemics in 

history.

Countries across of the world went into complete lockdowns, shutting everything down to prevent 

the spread of this virus. This resulted in severe global and economic disruptions including the 

largest global recession since the Great Depression of the 1930s. 

In India, the lockdown was implemented from March 2020. The lockdown led to widespread 

shortages in basic necessities like food, raw materials and other supplies. Many people lost their 

jobs as the workplaces had been shut. 

The Handicraft sector is one of the worst hit as many artisans earn their living through daily wages. 

These artisans suffered during the first wave more due to the complete lockdown by the state 

rather due to the actual disease of COVID-19. However, the second wave spread to the remotest 

region of India that led to several cases of death. The artisans were badly impacted physiologically, 
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psychologically and economically. The artisans could not earn their livelihoods and were 

pushed into abject poverty. 

Understanding their situation and demand, Fair Trade Forum-India, member of the World Fair 

Trade Organization started distributing Health & Safety kits as a preventive measure for those 

artisans who are involved in the European Union sponsored STREE Project. More than 100 CSOs 

and 2.5 lakh grassroot level artisans and farmers are involved throughout the country. 

With this FTF-I not only created awareness but also enabled artisans to have a safe 

environment and working condition, so that they get less affected by COVID-19 and 

simultaneously earn their livelihood.

All the training programmes were also conducted keeping in mind the precautions for 

COVID-19. We also assisted vaccination drives and generated awareness regarding COVID-19, 

associated protocols and preventive measures. 

We have advocated for government schemes and pro people policies both at the local and 

national level. This helped create an enabling environment for nurturing the handicrafts. They 

could participate at the local, national and international markets. Overall, we could help induce 

innovation in the craft sector due to which even during the deadly pandemic this sector could 

evolve new strategies creating new leaders.

The efforts to help the handicraft sector cope with the ripples of the pandemic are an ongoing 

process and are the need of the hour. We at FTF-I will try our best to Build Back Fairer. 

Warm Regards 

Kamal Kishore

Secretary, Fair Trade Forum-India
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FAIR TRADE FORUM INDIA :

AN INTRODUCTION

Organisation Profile: Fair Trade Forum-India (FTF-I) is the National Network for Fair Trade in 

India. It is a not-for-profit organization, registered under the Societies Registration Act 1860. 

FTF-I contributes to poverty alleviation and sustainable development by building a broader, 

multi-stakeholder movement for Fair Trade, one that encompasses producers, workers, 

consumers, people for a range of backgrounds, Institutions, Organizations, Government and 

the Fair Trade community. It promotes environment friendly practices, processes and 

products, at both the production and consumption levels and works actively to improve 

market conditions, build capacity, Fair Trade assessment and development of supply chains. 

Promotion of Fair Trade in India includes particular emphasis on young consumers and the 

corporate sector. FTF-I works with more than 250,000 producers – artisans and farmers – 

through more than 100 member organizations, to ensure a dignified income and overall 

development of artisans, farmers, workers in the unorganized sector. It also endeavors to 

develop the skills of marginalized youth to make them more employable so that they become 

capable of earning a decent livelihood. It is a member of the World Fair Trade Organization – 

WFTO, which is the global face of Fair Trade.

Principles: FTF-I follows the below mentioned principles
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EVOLUTION OF FAIR TRADE FORUM-INDIA
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PROJECTS & ACTIVITIES

STREE (SOCIAL TRANSFORMATION AND ECONOMIC 

EMPOWERMENT OF WOMEN ARTISANS IN INDIA) 

STREE Project, supported by European Union, is an ambitious intervention being 

implemented in 14 states of the country with 100 Civil Society Organisations and Member 

Organisations of Fair Trade Forum India. 

 Project aims to build the capacity of Civil Society Organisations in promoting sustainable 

livelihoods for significant number of women artisans in handicraft industry following Fair 

Trade Principles and fulfilling the realization of SDGs. The Project aims to strengthen the 

livelihoods of the handicrafts artisans through computer assisted designing, fabrication of 

handicraft products, use of E-commerce as distribution channel and by forging public 

private partnerships. The Project aims at facilitating participation of CSOs, especially 

women based/led CSOs in advocating supportive economic and trade policies for 

promotion of traditional handicraft items.  

Through the STREE project, Fair Trade Forum India is working with 10,000 women and young 

girls from disadvantaged communities (indigenous groups, religious minorities, PWD-

Persons with Disabilities, IDPs-Internally Displaced Persons and HIV survivors) and 

imparting various need based trainings and technical support. 

The Project is being implemented in the Delhi, Haryana, Uttar Pradesh, Uttarakhand, 

Himachal Pradesh, Rajasthan, Gujarat, West Bengal, North Eastern States, Odisha, 

Karnataka, Andhra Pradesh, Tamil Nadu and Kerala. 

Socio-Economic Profiling of Craft Clusters and Policy Gap Analysis:

To understand the fragmentary nature of the handicraft sector and to evolve an integrated 

policy and operation approach, a Socio- Economic Profiling and Policy Gap Analysis study 
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Sr. No. Region State Craft Cluster

1 South Kerala Grass Leaf

2 South Karnataka Banajara Embroidery

3 East Odisha Golden Grass

4 East Odisha Sabai Craft

5 East West Bengal Natural Fibre

6 North Uttarakhand Woollen Hand Knitting

7 North Uttar Pradesh Zari Zardozi

8 West Rajasthan Applique Work

9 West Gujrat Embroidery

has been conducted in collaboration with Believe India, one of the Fair Trade member 

organisations. Nine potential handicrafts, primarily government approved, clusters were 

identified through desk research, which are as follows: 

Interviews with the different stakeholders were Conducted:

One of the very positive aspects of this study is that most of the data collection was done by 

the women artisans and CSO community leaders. 

Creating a pool of Artisans, Design Thinkers for the Handicraft Industry:

In India the handicraft industry occupies an important position in the country's economy. 

Indian handicraft sector is the second largest employment generator after agriculture in the 

country (Ministry of Textiles, Year End Review 2020). Handicraft and textile sector employs 

about 7 million people directly or indirectly, which includes a large number of women and 

people belonging to the unprotected sections of the society. Indian Artisans are regarded as 
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the vanguards of Indian 

culture and handicraft is a 

badge of pride for Indians. 

Though traditional craft 

skills have historically been 

a regular means of earning 

livelihood in rural India. 

Presently artisans suffer 

from declining skills, lack of 

markets, devaluation of 

hand-crafted products and lack of sustainable livelihood opportunities in the modern 

world.

In last few decades, the handicrafts have seen a downfall and the sector suffers from lack of 

support at multiple fronts. One of the major reasons is lack of entrepreneurship among the 

artisans and lack of experience and knowledge of market trend and demand. 

To address the pressing challenges of handicraft sector Fair Trade Forum India, identified 

the 20 craft practitioners, researchers, teachers, social entrepreneurs and imparted them 

five days residential training on Design Thinking and Product Innovation. These master 

trainers are working in the Fair Trade Fraternity and outside as Brand Ambassadors of the 

Fair Trade and handicrafts 

sector. They are contributing 

significantly in addressing the 

challenges of the handicraft 

sector.  

These Design Thinkers have 

been selected from the all 

over the Country through a 

very rigorous They are and 

w o r k i n g  t o  p r o m o t e  t h e 

entrepreneur-ship among the 

women ar t isans  in  the i r 

regions. 
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STATE LEVEL WOMEN ARTISAN LEADERS WORKSHOP

State Level Women Artisan Leaders' Workshop (Rajasthan) 

A State Level Women Artisans Leaders' Workshop was organised in the Jaipur, Rajasthan 

th st
from 19 -21  January, 2021 with 25 women artisans' leaders from the FAIR TRADE member 

organisations and Civil Society 

Organisations.

1.    Grameen Vikas Evam Chetna

       Sansthan, 

2. Jan Kala Sahitya Manch, 

3. Sahaj Crafts, 

4. Shiv Shiksha Samiti, 

5. Rajasthan Mahila Kalyan

      Mandal, 

6. Social Assets Foundation.

Learning from the workshop: Different 

design thinking tools and design thinking processes viz. 

1. EMPATHIZE: Learn about the audience for whom you are designing 

2. DEFINE: Construct a point of view that is based on user needs and insights 

3. IDEATE: Brainstorm and come up with creative solutions 

4. PROTOTYPE: Build a representation of one or more of your ideas to show to others 

5. TEST: Return to your original user group and testing your ideas for feedback. 

State Level Women Artisan Leaders' Workshop (Bhuj)

The Second State Level Women Artisans Workshop was organised in Bhuj, Gujarat from 15th 

to 17th March 2021 and total 12 Women Artisasn Leaders participated in the training from 

the CSOs and Member organisations- Sanjiro Foundation, Qasab, and Khamir Craft 

Society. 

State Level Women Artisan Leaders' Workshop- Vadodara, Gujarat 

A State Level Women Artisans Leaders' Workshop was organised in Vadodara, Gujarat from 

th th
18  March to 20  March with 21 women artisans.
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Community leaders from the FAIR TRADE member organisations and Civil Society 

Organisations:

1.      Kalava Art and Craft, 

2. Banyan Tree, 

3. Sadhana, Udaipur 

4. Mahila Patch Co-Op Society, 

5. Dharohar Foundation 

6. Jivdaya Manav, and  Paryavaran Rakshan Trust.

State Level Women Artisan Leaders' Workshop-Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh 

A State Level Women Artisan Leaders' Workshop was organised in Varanasi, Uttar Pradesh 

and total 32 CFs from 7 CSOs and Member Organisations:

1. Unnayan Sanstha, 

2. Agrimitra, 

3. Believe India, 

4. Human Welfare Association, 

5. MESH, 

6. Sanjeevani 
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7.  Mizwan Welfare Society 

participated in the Varanasi training and learnt about Design Thinking and Product 

Innovation processes. 

State Level Women Artisan Leaders Workshop- Almora, Uttarakhand 

A State Level Women Artisan leaders' workshop was organised in Almora with the 

community facilitators and artisans' leaders. Total 26 CFs from 9 following CSOs and 

Member Organisations of Fair Trade Forum India participated in the 3 days residential 

training. 
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1. MESH, 

2. Conserve India, 

3. Literacy India, 

4. Himadri Hans Handloom, 

5. Kumau Grameen Udyog, 

6. Mahila Umang Producer 

        Company, 

7. PEOLI, 

8. Uttaranchal Youth

        Rural Development

        Society

9. Naman Seva 

        Samiti.

State Level Women Artisan Leadership Workshop - Bhuj, Gujarat

A State Level Women Artisan leaders' workshop was organised in Almora with the 

community facilitators and artisans' leaders. Total 12 CFs from 6 following CSOs and 

Member Organisations of Fair Trade Forum India participated in the 3 days residential 

training from 15th to 17th March 2021.

1. Dharohar

2. Mahila Co Op Patch Society

3. Banyan Tree

4. Jivdaya Manav and Paryavaran Rakshan Trust

5. Sadhana

6. Kalava Art & Craft
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SWAWLAMBAN-SUPPORTED BY UNHCR 

The Fair-Trade aims to broaden the protected spaces for the refugees, in Delhi, Mewat 

and Jaipur by providing livelihood intervention ensuring dignified income and reduce aid 

dependency. The project activities are designed to protect the refugees, 

from Afghanistan, Myanmar and Africa, under UNHCR India mandates, 

majorly residing in urban areas in non-camp and camp settings. 

Approximately 33% of the targeted refugees are in the 18-25 age 

category, 33% in the 26-35 age category, 18% in the 36-45 age category, 

13% in the 46-55 age category and 4% are aged 56-59.

The overall output of the project i.e. POCs engaged in the Group 

Enterprises, supported through Micro-grants to 

establish micro enterprises for the dignified 

income opportunities and placements gradually 

succeeded the intervention. Up scaling of the 

enterprise attained progression during the 

COVID-19 recovery phase. MADE 51, UNHCR global 

platform for the branding of refugee artisans 

published the success story, globally.

Implementation arrangements

Implementation arrangements of the project 

carried out with the strong support of 5 SAOs, Fair 

Trade member organizations The Child Trust – 

Delhi, The Archisha - Delhi, The Conserve India - 

Delhi, Believe India- Mewat and JKSMS – Jaipur. 

The project with support from UNHCR and SAO 

partners has been able to engage with 250 POCs 

in 2020 and POCs were consistently tracked/ 

monitored, who were targeted as primary 

beneficiary in 2018-2019. Means that 250 new 

POCs and trackeing of the earlier POCs
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Community Engagement

Community meetings under Multi Partner Trust Fund Project, January 2021, was held with the 

purpose to strengthen the capacity of refugee women artisans, to improve their skills for the 

sustainable development and to make them self-reliant. In this context, identification of 

Potential Female Micro-Grantees from various communities including Afghan, Chin, 

Rohingya, Somalian was started.

“International Women's Day” was celebrated in Jaipur in collaborations with DAJI, partner of 

UNHCR India, for Rohingya Women. The theme of the event was “Women in Leadership: 

Achieving an equal future in a COVID-19 world", to celebrate the tremendous efforts by 

women and girls around the world, in shaping an equal future and recovery from the 

COVID-19 pandemic. It is also aligned with–

 "Women in public life, equal participation in decision making", the priority theme of the 

65th Session of the Commission on the Status of Women.

20

Key achievements

FTF-I network organizations, SAOs facilitated the resources for the refugee artisans, 

fetched orders from mainstream brands like MADE 51, Fab India, People Tree (Bardez Goa), 

Hunnar Export, Paheli Craft, Ogaan, UK Foreign University, Human Rights Law Network 

(Manipur), UNESCO and from some Individual Buyers for crochet polti bags, Crochet laces, 

Crochet tassels, Jewellery & face mask. POCs actively participated in Artisanal Market- 

Bikaner House, Bridal Asia (Mumbai), S & S Trunk show, Hyatt Regency. 
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 The flagship Generation Equality campaign, which calls for women's right to 

decision-making in all areas of life, equal pay, equal sharing of unpaid care and 

domestic work and end all forms of violence against women and girls, and health-

care services that respond to their needs.

Session on World Fair Trade Day was organized by the JKSMS at their Centre. 

Placements 

20 POCs had been placed through FTF-I post counselling.  POCs were being tracked 

monthly. The total income of all POCs put together was INR 36, 09,140.

Micro-Grants

Beneficiaries were identified on the basis of pre-defined vulnerability index of UNHCR. 

Entrepreneurship Development Programs and Trainings were designed and facilitated 

by FTF-I The objectives of the same were:

 To educate the POCs, for analysing the 

products trends and market demand.

 To promote their product by using different 

marketing methodologies. 

On successful completion 31 POCs, in Delhi and 

Mewat, were provided Micro Grants. The type of 

micro enterprises established included cloth 

shops, vegetable vendors, fruit vendors, Bamboo 

work, water supply work, Embroidery work, 

Computer Institute etc. POCs' total income 

through the establishment of these micro 

enterprises was  INR 28,01,616.

C RONA V JAYO I



SUCCESS STORIES
A. Archisha's group members have earned INR 1, 75,000 through MADE 51 by making 

crochet earrings, crochet bags, face masks and other ornaments. Archisha is now live 
on Amazon Designer boutique with refugee made products. Archisha had developed 
the products (blankets) for Dastakar Fair held in February 2021 and also developed the 
products (face masks & Crochet bags) for Bikaner House Exhibition held in March 2021. 
The Centre has an order from MADE 51 of making 2000 pieces for holiday collection 
charms.

B. Macquul is an Independent Food Group functional since 2018 with the support of 
FTF-I and UNHCR, India. Macquul food group participated in “Sunday Market - 
Sunder Nursery” for two months and amplified sale of INR 65,000. 

C. Refugee groups established restaurants in Malviya Nagar and reported an earnings 
of 7 thousand rupees per month. Post pandemic group has been supported for 
amplifying sales for the restaurant in Hauz Rani, Malviya Nagar by providing micro 
grants to the group. 

D. JKSMS engaged the ROH females from refugee community, traditionally involved in 
rag picking. With the support of project and consistent capacity building programs, 
group started stitching clothes of ladies from host community and ended up 
earning a dignified income and cherish value of coexistence. 

thE. The Child Trust celebrated World Refugee Day on 20  June with the group members. 
The members distributed cotton mask made by them to the host community, 
people staying in the neighborhood and to the ones who require it the most 
including rickshaw pullers and domestic help. This was a  successful attempt to 
eradicate a xenophobic outlook, develop the value of coexistence and achieve 
social integration amongst the local and refugee community.

F. Resource mobilization for COVID-19 response. In these unprecedented times, 
distribution drive of dry ration kits & hygienic kits by SAOs to POCs were conducted 
for total 400 POCs. For providing the protective gears to the people on margins, 
around 10,000 cotton made face masks were distributed during the lockdown 
phase led by POCs in different locations of Delhi, Jaipur & Mewat. 1300 masks were 
distributed in Nuh, Mewat with the support of local leader Mr. Tayyab Hussain (JJP 
District President) and MLA Mr. Aaftaab Ahmed from Nuh constituency. 

G. Platforms were used for the promotion of SAOs products and amplify the sales of 
the products in the demand of shrunk market.
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AWARD AND RECOGNITION 

Tara was awarded the "Overcoming Obstacles Qlicar Award 2020" by The Body 

Shop International U.K and Natura & Co. Brazil. The award is a recognition for 

Demonstrating Resillience and Overcoming Obstacles during the COVID Crisis by 

the organisation. The award affirms Tara's commitment towards building a better 

society. Through its COVID-19 Emergency Relief Work, Tara provided food support 

and medical care to more than 30000 vulnerable families including the artisans.

24
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Many of our events are covered by the press. Following is a brief account of the press releases 
by leading newspapers/magazines:

Podcast Feature: “The Unfinished” brings you an inspirational podcast with our CEO, Rashmi 
Dhariwal..... Listen to her talk about the importance of Fair Trade and how Indian artisanal 
products can dominate the world!

Indian Achiever's Award to SETU Team Head Ms. Rashmi Dhariwal

SETU is proud to share that our very own Founder & CEO, Ms. Rashmi Dhariwal, has been 
conferred with the Indian Achievers' award for "Outstanding professional achievement and 
inspiring social contribution"!

SETU is truly proud of her well-deserved recognition & all her hard work

SETU’s humanitarian initiatives in the times of Covid Crisis. Hunger alleviation food distribution 
project for the underprivileged (Mar-July, 2020)

An interview coverage by Rashtra Ratan, on all about SETU, with Founder Rashmi Dhariwal 
(May, 2020)

SETU Head Ms. Rashmi seclected among the 100 most successful women entrepreneurs in 
MSME ( 2nd May 2020)

It is a matter of great pride that our very own CEO & founder of SETU, Ms. Rashmi Dhariwal, has 
been selected as one of the 100 most successful women entrepreneurs in MSME!

The unveiling of FLO Compendium, recognizing the hard work of these 100 women, was done by 
Hon’ble Minister Shri Nitin Gadkari, MSME & Minister of Road Transport & Highways, Govt. of 
India, on Saturday, May 2, 2020. This is a first of its kind Compendium book that FICCI has ever 
brought out in collaboration with the Ministry of MSME!

25
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A Fund was set up by FTF-I to provide interim relief to artisans and other vulnerable 

communities whose livelihoods have been affected due to COVID-19 pandemic

"Indian handicrafts are a jewel in India's heritage. From our mom's silk sarees to our picnic 

daris, from paper mache and wooden crafts to beautiful kashmiri shawls, from exquisite 

handmade platters and interiors to stunning Mekhla Chadors, to luxury brands like Dior and 

Chanel taking inspiration from Indian craft - Indian artisan's crafts live in all our hearts. Let's 

show solidarity to our artisans, who have enriched our culture and heritage. For the next time, 

we wear a Kanjivaram or Zari, we know that we used our privilege for their benefit and only then 

can we wear our culture proudly! “

Craftspeople or artisans are the backbone of the non-farm rural Indian economy, with an 

estimated 7 million artisans according to official figures (and upto 200 million artisans 

according to other sources) engaged in craft production to earn a livelihood. Indian art and 

crafts are appreciated worldwide thanks to relentless and amazing work done by these 

artisans and craftsmen.  India has established itself as a major hub for art and crafts and has a 

2% share in the world export scenario. It also contributes 20% of the total Indian GDP to our 

economy and employs 30% percent of it's total workforce in the unorganized sector. Indian 

handicrafts are valued greatly and have a high demand in the western countries. It is highly 

valued because for an artisan it is more than just work, it is an expression of a particular 

community, ethnicity or tradition. The folklores, the dialects, the tribal lifestyle and their 

traditional crafts are the basis for evolution of this sector and hence the higher value and the 

demand in the market. An artisan/ producer group not only works to sustain them but the 

entire value chain he has created by them in terms of local craftsmanship and locally sourced 

raw material. It's time for us to help the artisans and producers who helped India to establish 

itself as a major arts & crafts hub of the world. 

But unfortunately, India's artisans are a declining legacy. Now more than ever, they need your 

help! With the lockdown in place, with no workshop or market access, their hand-to-mouth 

existence has been severely impacted. They are struggling for their daily sustenance as well as 

grappling with the fear of uncertainty of the future.

We pledged to help atleast a 1000 artisans to battle through and after this pandemic by setting 

up FAIR Fund ( Fair Trade Artisan Relief Fund). 

FAIR Fund will be used for 1000 artisans to:

 Provide hygiene kits and ration to artisans @ 1000 per artisan ( Masks, soaps, wheat flour, 

rice and pulses).

 Partly Contribute to their wages during this difficult phase @ 2000 per artisan Target 

INR 30 Lac.

FAIR FUND : COVID-19

FTF-I ARTISAN INTERIM RELIEF FUND
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Fair Fund Details
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Amar Kutir Society for
Rural Development

30000

Arawali Exports 30000

Archisah 30000

Art Bunkar 30000

Asha Handicrafts Association 30000

Auromira Exports 30000

Auronature 30000

Auroville Unity Fund Main 30000

Leprosy Association Bethany Colony 30000

Believe India Fair Trade Pvt. LtdF 30000

C.C Shroff Self Help Centre 30000

Calcutta Rescue 30000

Can & Able Productions 30000

Child And Social Welfare Society 30000

Conserve HRP 30000

Cottage industry 30000

Creative Handicrafts 30000

Dharohar Craft 30000

Evangelical Social Action Forum 30000

Federation Of South India Producers
Association 

30000

Godavari Delta Women Lace Artisans

Co.Op Cottage Industrial Society Ltd

30000

Gramin Vikas Evam Chetna Sansthan
Barmer 

30000

Integrated Development Trust 30000

Jan Kala Sahitya Manch 30000

Name of Organization Amount (INR)

Kalatmak Handicraft 30000

Kallista Designs      30000

Keystone Foundation 30000

Kottapuram Integrated
Development Society

30000

Kumaun Gramin Udyog 30000

Maximizing Employment Serve
Handicaped

30000

Orissa Rural & Urban producers
Association

30000

Pan Himalyan Grassroots
Development Foundation

30000

Rian Impex Pvt Ltd    30000

Ruro Agro Services Association 30000

Sabala 30000

Sadhna 30000

Sandur Kushala Kala Kendra 30000

Sanskriti Expressions 30000

SASHA Association for craft
Producers

30000

SETU-Society For Empowerment &

Trade Upliftment of Artisans

30000

Shanthimalai Handicraft Development
Society

30000

SPEED TRUST(Baladarshan) 30000

Sunderban Khadi & Village Industrial
Society

30000

The Child Trust 30000

Toucan Krafte 30000

Unnayan Sansthan 30000

Pushpanjali Fair Trade  Pvt Ltd. 30000

Name of Organization Amount (INR)
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COVERAGE OF COVID-19 RELIEF ACTION



Implemented by Support of various organisation & Company.

1. Distribution of Grocery Kits to the poorest and vulnerable .

2.Distribution of PPE Kits.

3. Distribution of face masks.

4. Health Camps and Awareness activities.

SABALA ORGANISATION
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Artisans and weavers are the third largest segment among the poor. Most of their products are 

"non-essential" which could be the reason why their alarming situation is getting very little 

visibility despite the call for “Vocal for Local” and “Atmanirbhar Bharat”.

Support activities in COVID-19 : After the lockdown when situation in under control little bit 

Dharohar took the step and organized an exhibition in Vadodara and Rajkot with the support 

and collaboration with DCH (Development Commissioner Handicraft), Ministry of Textile, 

Government of India, Garvi Gurjari for the Artisan's community. Dharohar started coordinate 

with the artisans for the exhibition and provide a platform through which they can earn in such 

a situation of Pandemic.

More than 100 artisans participate in the exhibition of the Vadodara and more than 70 artisans 

in the exhibition of the Rajkot.

COVID-19 Relief: Income Generation Activity

 Provided Mask Making (15000) income generation activities with the support of ONGC to 

the artisans families who were facing lots of financial problems.

 Distributed masks free of cost in Narmada and Vadodara District, Gujarat.

 Income generation activities by making Cotton bags (COVID-19 Safety Kit) under CSR 

of Collabra.

 Distribution of 1500 Ration Kits in Vadodara and Bharuch District, Gujarat.

 Distribution of medicines in slum area of Vadodara, Gujarat.

 Awareness Camp in Vadodara, Gujarat.

 Opportunities to young talented designers through internship and part time job. Slum 

Area Contribution through income generation and awareness activities.

COVID-19 IMPACT ON HANDICRAFTS SECTOR: A STRUGGLE THAT ONLY GOT HARDER

DHAROHAR 
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Over we past 21 months, with the outbrake of COVID-19 Pandemic, in India the lifes of common 

people have been severely impacted. The year 2021 was the hardest when we faced the second 

deadly wave that took away thousands of innocent lives. Pandemic have affected badly all the 

sections of society but the most who suffered are the poorest. They lost their livelihood, 

particularly those, working in the informal sector, like village craft industry and agriculture. Thus, 

the pandemic has caused tremendous pressure on the already existing health infrastructure 

and the economy. 

During this difficult time, Tara has been active from the very beginning to support the artisan 

families and other members, particularly those who have lost their jobs. So far, more than 6000 

food raw material kits and 8000 hygiene kits are provided to the artisan, their families and other 

member beneficiaries in Bawana, Badarpur, Sri Ram Colony in Delhi, Moradabad, Agra, Sambhal, 

Sarai Tarin and in Nikau village in Uttar Pradesh. Community kitchens were organized and more 

than 5000 persons were provided food. The food kits distributed, comprised of wheat flour, rice, 

pulses, cooking oil, pulses, sugar, potatoes, salt and spices. The health kits comprised of soap, 

face Masks, Gloves, antiseptic liquid (Dettol / Savlon) and a thermometer. We have also 

produced 80000 cotton masks. They were distributed among the artisan families and other 

member beneficiaries. The social workers continue to create awareness on prevention from 

COVID-19 in our working communities.

TARA 

COVID RELIEF ACTIONS
BY FTF-I MEMBERS
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Ever since its conception in 1982 Pushpanjali Fair Trade has been a socially responsible 

organization, working towards the sustainable livelihood of the producers & women 

empowerment through income generation based on 

regular work by inducting fair trade principles. 

Taking this mission, a step further, during these 

challenging times of COVID-19, PFT shouldered the 

responsibility of doing its bit for the well being, welfare 

of its members, associates and also the public at 

large. PFT took every possible initiative for prevention, 

protection against the COVID-19.

With the entire country going into the First Lockdown 

phase in March 2020 an unprecedented misery 

started. The people were confined to their home and 

all the commercial activities came to a standstill. 

New challenges cropped up and more so for the economically weaker sections of the 

society. Arranging for the bare basic necessities became a challenge. 

During this time PFT started Ration Distribution Drive: In the first phase of the lock down it 

came to the knowledge that there are numerous daily wage earners who are in need of 

ration as they were not able to move out of their homes. Realizing the gravity of the situation 

PFT moved swiftly and made a team of volunteers, sourced and packed the ration, identified 

the needy people and distributed the kits. 

Each kit contained 5kg wheat flour, 1 kg Dal, 

1 ltr Cooking Oil, Kit of Salt and spices, 2.5kg 

potato. Over a period of 60 days, dry food kits 

were distributed. 

We stared distribution of COVID Protection 

Kits; PFT procured the articles necessary for 

the protection of all and sundry in the very 

initial days of the Corona virus spread in Agra 

and nearby areas. The kits included Masks, 

pair of gloves, sanitizer spray, and soap. 

These kits were distributed to our Artisans, 

Employees, Health workers at government hospitals and private clinics, sanitation workers 

and sweepers, policemen/women and guards of the residential societies and in the slum 

areas. Posters were also put up at various locations to spread the awareness for using these 

items in slum areas. These kits were distributed over a period of 90 days. 

PUSHPANJALI FAIR TRADE (PFT)
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Retracing our steps into 2021 revealed that we emerged stronger, closer and hopefully 

wiser. While we navigate the crisis, it is easy to miss the successes and the positive 

impact, however small. And, we cherish each partner and well wisher who has been part 

of each one of them. Total number of artisans who received regular orders and direct 

income: 1200 (impacted 1200 households and 5000 individuals) Number of artisan 

families impacted by COVID-19 and cyclones who received relief: 300 households (1200 

individuals) Number of artisans vaccinated. Through facilitation and direct monetary 

support: 900 artisans vaccinated through facilitation and 15 artisans received direct 

monetary support for vaccination. Number of artisans received wages by mask 

production during lockdowns: 600 artisans (600 households benefited) Number of 

artisans who received COVID kits, hygiene kits, food relief: 525 artisans and 2000 

household members. Masks distributed to: 19500 at risk individuals.

SASHA
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The Year 2020, Fair Trade Forum India has achieved a new milestone in its history. In 

the Month of September, 2020, two regional nodal offices of the Fair Trade Forum-India 

have been established one in Vadodara, Gujarat and another one in Varanasi, 

Uttar Pradesh. 

The major objectives behind setting up regional offices are effective implementation 

of the FTF-I projects and activities, greater visibility and participation of member 

organisations. Regional offices will be face of FTF-I in the region. 

ESTABLISHMENT OF FTF-I
REGIONAL OFFICE(S) 
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INTERNATIONAL WOMEN'S DAY CELEBRATION 

Promotion of Gender Equity and Free Association is one of the FT principles and  is deeply 

embedded in its thoughts, cultures and practice. 

International Women's Day was celebrated by many of our member organisations and 

CSOs-Himadra Hans Handloom, Unnayan MESH, Sasha, TARA Projects, ORUPA, Human 

Welfare Association, Sadhana, Dharohar, Shiv Shiksha Samiti, Rajasthan Mahila Kalyan 

Mandal, Grameen Vikas ewam Chetana Sansthan, Dharohar Foundation, Anwesha Tribal 

Art and Craft and many more.

CELEBRATION OF WORLD FAIR TRADE WEEK:

World Fair Trade Day was celebrated across India by FTF-I from 8th to 14th May 2020. The 

international theme of Bring Back Fairer was celebrated and all the members and 

supporters of FTF-I stood in solidarity for the cause. The world was ailing due to the 

pandemic, inequality and environmental degradation.

CAMPAIGN AND ADVOCACY
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The pandemic has shown us that we can WORK TOGETHER to flatten the contagion curves. 

We also did the same in fighting against inequalities and climate change during these 

challenging times. Together, we strived to bring about transformations in our economies 

and trading practices for a FAIR and SUSTAINABLE future. 

C RONA V JAYO I



CELEBRATION  OF  MICRO  SMALL  AND  MEDIUM  ENTERPRISE  DAY:

Fair Trade Forum–India marked the celebration of 27 June 2020,  Micro Small and Medium 

sized Enterprises Day, to take forward the United Nations Agenda to, “Raise public awareness 

of their contribution to sustainable development and the global economy.”

In 2020, the theme of "MSME 2020: key to an inclusive and sustainable recovery." Proposed by 

the United Nations was taken forward by hosting a number of online initiatives to explore 

how MSMEs – the backbone of India Economy – can be equipped to ensure an equitable and 

sustainable post-COVID-19 recovery.
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MEMBERSHIP CRITERIA

AUDITED FINANCIAL REPORT
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AAGOR DAAGR

Aaagorweaves@gmail.com

9845469420

ASSAM

AMAR KUTIR

care@amarkutir.com

Mr. Toofan Singh

9734368050

WEST BENGAL

ARAWALI EXPORT

arawaliganpat@gmail.com

Mr. Ganpat

91 (0)98290 54070

RAJASTHAN

ARCHISHA

archishateam@gmail.com

9810012062

DELHI

ART BUNKER

info@potil.org

Ms. Pooja ratnagar

9910000861

UTTAR PRADESH

ART ILLUMINATES MANKIND

info@aimkarigarline.org

9830378944

WEST BENGAL

ARTISAN WELL

artisanwell@vsnl.net

33-24217922

WEST BENGAL

ARTISANS EFFORT

artisanseffort@gmail.com

Mr. Ejaz Jan0091 

9432580922

WEST BENGAL

ASHA HANDICRAFT ASSOCIATION

contact@ashahandicrafts.com

022 28845340

MAHARASTRA

AUROMIRA EXPORT

info@auromiraexports.com

9786695866

PUDUCHERRY AURONATURE

auronature@yahoo.co.in

413-2623430

TAMIL NADU

AUROSPIRUL

spirulina@auroville.org.in

Ms. Priya

9488084950

TAMIL NADU

BALADARSHAN

balafairtrade@gmail.com

9840472440

TAMIL NADU

MEMBERS
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BELIEVE INDIA FAIR TRADE PVT LTD

believeindia2020@gmail.com

011-2616 7719

DELHI

BETHANY COLONY LEPROSY ASSOCIATION

bethanycolony@gmail.com

Dr Devaram

9348055007

ANDHRA PRADESH

CALCUTTA RESCUE

Info@calcuttarescue.org

033-2217 5675

WEST BENGAL

CAN & ABLE PRODUCTIONS

nsachchar@gmail.com

0120-422 2236

MUMBAI

CC SHROFF SELF HELP CENTRE

shroffshc@gmail.com

9594145551

MAHARASTRA

CHILD & SOCIAL WELFARE SOCIETY

info@csws.in

3222-285096,

WEST BENGAL

CONSERVE HRP

info@conserveindia.org

Ms. Anita

9999501200

DELHICO-OPTEX INTERNATIONAL

Eshop@cooptex.com

044-2819 4760

TAMIL NADU

COTTAGE INDUSTRIES

manager@cottageindustries.co.in

Mr. Sarvamamd

0413 233 3324

PUDUCHERRY CRC EXPORT

info@craftresourcecenter.com

Mr. Indro Dasgupta

33-40656046, 9830055151

WEST BENGAL

CREATIVE HANDICRAFT

info@creativehandicrafts.org

22-28324692, 22-28373096,

887986 5893

MAHARASTRA

DHAROHAR CRAFT

dharoharcraft@gmail.com

Mr. Ranvir

9879319339

GUJARAT

ECO TASAR SILK PVT LTD

tasarsilk@gmail.com,

weavehope @gmail.com

011-26125133

DELHI

EQUITABLE MARKETING ASSOCIATION

emaswapna@emaindia.org.indeepanita

9830157873

WEST BENGAL
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EVANGELICAL SOCIAL ACTION FORUM

jojy.prerana@gmail.com

487-3207004

KERALA

FAIR KONNECT

pradeep@fairkonnect.com

080-4111 9294

KARNATAKA

FEDERATION OF TIBETAN CO-OPERATIVES IN 

INDIA LTD

E-mail: ftcidelhi@yahoo.com

ftcidelhiunit@gmail.com

9910482855

DELHI

GO COOP SOLUTIONS

support@GoCoop.com

080-41178735

KARNATAKA

GODAVARI DELTA WOMEN ARTISANS

gdwlacci@yahoo.co.in

9848031291

ANDHRA PRADESH

GRAMIN VIKAS CHETNA SANSTHAN

gvcsbarmer@gmail.com

Ms. Nancy

9413308843

RAJASTHAN

HARIGOVINDA EXPORT

maneesh108dk@hotmail.com

9999591592

DELHI

HIMADRI HANS HANDLOOM

mahesh@thf

Mr. Dinesh, Ms. Shubhangi

9999662984

UTTARAKHAND

INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT TRUST

handicrafts@rdt.co.in

8554246451

ANDHRA PRADESH

JAN KALA SAHITYA MACH SANTHA

jksmsjaipur@gmail.com,

9828015081

RAJASTHAN

KADAM HAAT

info@kadamindia.org

9331215060, 33-32997958

KOLKATA

KALATMAK HANDICRAFT FOUNDATION

mnlari2011@gmail.com

9936189458

UTTAR PRADESH

KALLISTA DESIGNS

devendra.dhariwal@gmail.com

9954098578

RAJASTHAN

KARA VENTURES

info@karaweaves.com

9995327661

KERALA

KOTTAPURAM INTEGRATED DEVELOPMENT 

SOCIETY (KIDS)

kidskottapuram@gmail.com

4802803165,

KERALA
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KRITI

kritiecoboutique@gmail.com

Ms. VidhaShree Bharma

9954098578

PUDUCHERRY

KUMAON GRAMIN UDYOG

Email: info@kgu.org.in 

Mr. Bahadur Singh, Mr. Anurag

7055218971

UTTARAKHAND

LAL 10

contact@lal10.com

8037402961

UTTAR PRADESH

LITERACY INDIA

indraani@literacyindia.org

9811820233

HARYANA

MAHILA UMANG

info@umang-himalaya.com

05966 240 430

UTTARAKHAND

MAROMA

maroma@maroma.com

4132622126

TAMIL NADU

MEREVILLE TRUST

mereville@auroville.org.in

Pratap

UDYOGAM

Auroville, India-605101

Tamil Nadu

91432622652

MESH - MAXIMISING EMPLOYMENT

TO SERVE THE HANDICAPPED

mathewkk@mesh.org.in

Mr. Mathew

011-41661499, 26568048

DELHI

MORAL FIBER

Moralfibre77@gmail.com

shailini77@gmail.com

Ms. Shailini Sheth Amin

9979854212

Gujarat

NOAH ARK

export@noahsindia.com

Ms. Saiyogita

0591-2970388

UTTAR PRADESH

ORUPA

Ms. Saiyogita

9853046241

ODISHA

PREMALYA HANDICRAFT

crafts@premalaya.org

4175-237255

TAMIL NADU

PUSHPANJALI

pft@pushpanjali.in

info@pushpanjali.in
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SIPA FAIR TRUST

sipafairtrade@gmail.com

Mr. Panchu JI

9381055589, 044-22486791

TAMIL NADU

TARA PROJECTS INDIA LIMITED

tara@taraprojects.com,

Mr. Moon Ji

9818279884

DELHI

SUNDARBAN KHADI VILLAGE INDUSTRIAL 

SOCIETY (SKVIS)

shephali.skvis2009@gmail.com

Ms. SHEFALI ROY

8777429723, 98307 89524

WEST BENGAL

SHILPA TRUST

shilpatrust1992@gmail.com

M. Bhupathy

9844113563

KARNATAKA

SASHA ASSOCIATION FOR CRAFT PRODUCDERS

rn.jana@sashaworld.com

roopa.mehta@sashaworld.com

sujata.goswami@sashaworld.com

Ms. Sujata Ji

9830684841, 9674368899

WEST BENGAL

SILENCE

info@silenceindia.org 

marketing@silenceindia.org

Mr. Shiv Shankry

033-24743761

WEST BENGAL

SHARE

murugesan7in@yahoo.com

Mr. M K Murugesan

9443227452

TAMIL NADU

CRC EXPORT

info@craftresourcecenter.com

Mr. Indro Das Gupta

033-40656046, 9830055151

WEST BENGAL

RIAN IMPEX

rianimpex@gmail.com

Mr. Ali mohammad

9318427722, 7876759999

HIMACHAL PRADESH

SADHNA

suma@sadhna.org, 

sadhna@sevamandir.org

Ms. Smriti Kedia

9414168379

RAJASTHAN

SANDUR KUSHALA KALA KENDRA

kushalakala@gmail.com

Mr. Praveen Nayik

08971473950

KARNATAKA
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SANSKRITI EXPRESSION

sinfo@sanskritiarts.com

Mr. Nipun

98290 58612

RAJASTHAN

SETU THE BRIDGE

info@setufairtrade.com

Ms. Rashmi

9829397229

RAJASTHAN

TERRA INDICA CRAFT PVT LTD

showroom@terrainida.com

Mr. Raju

9038506357, 033-22890040, 033-22896728

WEST BENGAL

THE CHILD TRUST

thechildtrust@gmail.com

Ms. Renuka

9810333754

DELHI

THE LAST FOREST

supplies@lastforest.in

Mathew

9443327360, 4266 272 266

TAMIL NADU

TOUCAN KRAFTE

shainajarg@toucankrafte.in

ABHISHEK

9811199494

DELHI

UNNAYAN SANSTHA

unnayasansthan111@gmail.com, 

Mr. Vijaya Rai

9453290619

UTTAR PRADESH

UPASANA DESIGN STUDIO

office@upasana.in, guestcare@upasana.in, 

marketing@upasana.in accounts@upasana.in

Ms. Soumya

9443362384, 9442982957

TAMIL NADU

USHA EXIM Pvt. Ltd.

shastri@ushaexim.com

accounts@ushaexim.com

Mr. Dilip Kumar

9958852042, 9599935911

DELHI

World Family Forum

shastri@worldfamilyforum.org

Mr. Leo Shastri

9599935911

TRIFED

trifed@rediffmail.com

bhaskarjha.trifed@gmail.com

011-26569064

DELHI

SANCHAY TRADE EXPORT

sanchaytradeexport@gmail.com

Mr. Rajesh Jain

9376547111

GUJARAT
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SABALA

sabala2000@hotmail.com, 

info@sabalaindia.com

Ms. Malama

9448118204

KARNATAKA

SELF EMPLOYED WOMEN ASSOCIATION 

(SEWA)

mail@sewa.org

079-25506444

UTTAR PRADESH

RURO AGRO SERVICE ASSOCIATION (TRUST)

sujata.goswami@sashaworld.com

sashashop@sashaworld.com

Ms. Sujata Ji

9830684841, 9674368899

WEST BENGAL

AURONATURE

auronature@yahoo.co.in

Ms. Poorni ji

9345454584

TAMIL NADU

AAGOR DAAGRA

aagorweaves@gmail.com

Mr. Srinithi

7013251994, 9845469420

ASSAM
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